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1 INTRODUCTION

In response to observations made to An Bord Pleandla by both the Development Applications Unit of the
Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (DCHG) and Fingal County Council (FCC) relating to a
Strategic Infrastructure Development application (Ref: ABP-301908-18) by Irish Water to construct and
operate the Greater Dublin Drainage project, RPS was requested to prepare an outline of a Habitat
Management Plan for Biodiversity Gain

e FCC requested that a biodiversity plan be prepared for proposed temporary construction compound
no. 10; and

* DCHG requested that consideration be given to attempting to restore some of the habitat at
proposed temporary construction compound no.10 as fixed dune habitat.

Irish Water confirmed to An Bord Pleandla in its January 2019 Response to Submissions document that it
will discuss its intention to provide biodiversity gain in this area through restoration of fixed dune habitat upon
completion of construction phase at construction compound no. 10.

It is noted that the Local Authority (FCC) is the owner of the site, and will continue to be the owner of the site
during the operational phase of the GDD Project. Irish Water will deliver the short term measures prescribed
in the Plan and hand the site back to FCC upon completion of construction phase. The Local Authority will
maintain the site thereafter and implement any longer term measures to be contained in the Plan.

The remainder of this report sets out the proposed structure of a Habitat Management Plan for Biodiversity
Gain at proposed temporary construction compound no.10 of the GDD Project (‘the Plan’).

On the basis that FCC has requested the Plan be prepared, the measures proposed in the remainder of this
report and general structure and content of the Plan must be considered by FCC. As future site manager
tasked with implementing any longer term measures to be contained in the Plan, it is entirely reasonable that
FCC must have adequate time to consider their long term objective(s) for the site, how it will function and
what role it will perform in light of the policies and objectives contained in their Biodiversity Action Plan and
County Development Plan for the Fingal administrative area and any relevant Local Area Plan relating to it.
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